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After careful review of the Administrative Record filed by the government in this case (i.e., all the 
documents the Court will consider in making its decision) our legal team discovered that NMFS failed to 
submit the minutes of the December 2008 meeting of the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
which are adverse to their defense of this case. The government would not consent to adding these 
materials to the Administrative Record so we filed a motion to supplement the record on April 23rd 
which we expect will be decided sometime after May 17th. Thirty days after we have a decision on this 
motion to supplement, we plan to file a motion for summary judgment and expect NMFS to file a cross 
motion for summary judgment after that. We expect this case will ultimately be decided on these cross 
motions for summary judgment which will require significant legal time and effort. 
 

NMFS is a federal agency out of control. Letter writing campaigns, Congressional hearings and 
fishing summits won’t stop this agency – this lawsuit can!   

 
Individual anglers and local business owners from New England down through the Outer Banks have 
already committed to this action, and we’ve taken up the task on our own of raising the first $30,000 
towards fighting this federal indifference which now threatens our very livelihoods.  Today it's a 
complete shutdown of a healthy black sea bass fishery, but what’s next? A closure of the fluke season in 
the middle of the summer? How about striped bass or king mackerel? Amberjack and red snapper again? 
Where will it end? 
 

This case isn’t just about sea bass; it’s about putting an end to NMFS wanton disregard for our 
recreational fishermen and the industry they support.     

 
The members of our local fishing communities have dug into their pockets to start this legal fight – but 
now we need your support to see this through to the end. The RFA has worked tirelessly over the last 
seven months fighting for a reasonable 2010 black sea bass season and thanks in part to our heavy 
lobbying and the wide shadow of our lawsuit, we’re happy to report that anglers will have a fairly robust 
200-day season in 2010 instead of the scant two-month season that NMFS first recommended. This of 
course is tremendous news, but unless we can win this case, there’s nothing stopping NMFS from 
shutting us down again in this or other fisheries using highly suspect MRFSS data.  
 
I hope you will do your part and write a check to the RFA Legal Defense Fund today and mail it to us at 
our address below. Nothing is certain of course, but I truly believe that we can win this battle on behalf 
of the recreational fishing community.  Mr. Dammrich, our individual anglers can’t do this alone. 
 
Please do not hesitate to give me a call at 888-564-6732 if you have any questions or comments about 
this or any other issues we’re working on.  Since leading the fishermen’s rally on our nation’s Capitol on 
February 24th (with 5,000 strong), our grassroots coalition of recreational fishermen has been getting 
stronger, each and every day. I would hope that NMMA can continue to support the RFA efforts on this 
fight, particularly being longtime NMMA members ourselves as an organization.     
 
Best regards, 

 
Jim Hutchinson, Jr.  
Managing Director, Recreational Fishing Alliance  
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On behalf of our fellow plaintiffs (United Boatmen, Capt. Victor M. Bunting, Jr., JJC Boats, Inc., Rudee 
Operations, LLC, Capt. Michael Abbaticchio, Ocean Power, Inc., Capt. H.D. Parsons, II, Spring Lake 
Freezer Company, Capt. John Sportfishing LLC, Old Inlet Bait And Tackle, RJ Fishing Corp.) and the 
donors from throughout the country, the RFA wishes to thank the following groups, individuals and 
businesses for their support of the RFA Legal Defense Fund!   
 
 
Atlas Reels  
AFW/HI-SEAS  
Bimini Bay Outfiffers 
Folsom Corporation 
Canyon Reels 
NY Sportfishing Federation 
SSFFF 
Strike Guard LLC 
Carolyn Ann III 
Doris May IV 
Cousins Charters  
Rudee Operations 
Beach Haven Marlin & Tuna 
Club 
Point Bay Fuel 
The Fisherman Magazine 
Dorothy B 
The Hunter 
The Reel Seat 
Angler Party Fishing 
Capt. John Sportfishing & The 
Voyager 
TA Porgy 
Super Hawk Charters 
The Gambler 
Fisherman’s Headquarters 
Starlight Fleet 
Guam Fisherman's Co-Op 
Captree Princess 
New York Sportfishing 
Federation 
Manasquan River Tuna Club 
Big Jamaica 
Marine Trades Association (NJ) 
Dauntless 
Save the Fishermen  
Full Ahead Sportfishing 
Free Spirt Sportfishing 
Peace Token 
Indian River Captains 
Association 
Karen Ann II Charters 

Beach Haven Charter Fishing 
Association 
Golden Touch Charters  
Southeast Sport Fishing, June 
Bug Charters 
Fish Tale Charters 
Sea Mar Tackle 
Lewes Harbor Marina 
Village Harbour Fishing Club  
Brooklyn Yacht Club 
Delaware Fisherman's Alliance 
NJ Saltwater Fisherman 
Mimi Vi  
Skylarker Charters  
Freeport Tuna Club 
Fin-Atics 
Starfish 
Main One Marina 
Barnegat Light Bait & Tackle 
MSSA ACC Chapter 
Reel Class Sportfishing 
Bates Gun & Tackle 
Oyster Bay Tackle 
The Verdi Family 
Tempest Sportfishing 
Fin Ally Sportfishing 
Central Jersey Anglers 
Portsmouth Anglers Club 
Sea Machine 
Al Conti  
Kenneth Maher 
Joann Verdi & Dr. Frank Verdi 
Thomas Colquihoun  
John Fitzgerald  
Ted Gentry  
Dr. David L. Miller 
Andrew Dzikowicz 
Vikki Cline 
Steve Kay 
Andrew Lagermasini 
John Lewis 
Clifford Cicogna 

Steven Scorzo 
Frank Tiss 
Boris Kogelman 
Joan & Sav Rescigno 
William & Martha May 
Frank J. Kocun 
Jim Stalknecht 
Ed Goldman 
Ken Havens 
Monica & Bill Heath 
Michael & Teresa Calvi 
Carol & Walter Dibeler 
Timothy Anfuso 
Stephen Fischer 
Michael Armbuster 
Henry Landau 
Tony Capawana 
Jonathan Proctor 
Dimitry DiRienzo 
Susan Andersen 
John & Marilyn O'Donnell 
Ronald McClelland 
Mark Holzbaur 
William Clarke 
Capt. Steve Krumm 
Jonathan Hensler 
Joseph Lewis 
Richard Tron 
Nicholas Lanza 
Keith Sampino 
Keith Wakefield 
Paul Haertel 
Ted Breitowich 
William Dotts 
Thoas Kuhn, Jr. 
James Custer 
Tony Kratowicz 
Jeffrey Orsoe 
Richard Emmons 
Alan Kenter 
Jim Balicki 
Lew Deery 
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Bernard Gallagher 
Ralph Deangelo 
John Andervont 
Theodora Chils & John Soltys 
Jimmy Winn 
Leland Wimer 
Michael Sadowski 
Vic Lloyd 
Jonathan Mueller 
John Baker 
Brian Shuke 
Brett Faller 
Kurt Bonawitz 
Harry Jaffee 
John Dapkins 
Perry Pease 
Peter Morrison 
William Murto 
Capt. Steven Morley 
Michael Murphy 
Emil Jaskot 
Donald Golemme 
Kenneth Martin 
Scott O'Brien 
Kathleen Zoch 
ALB 
Frank Eureyecko 
Tyler Long 
Robert Chase 
D-Tech Inc. 
Richard Melton 
Dr. Aldo Betro 
Ken Debrowski 
Alan C. Lowe 
Lee J. Scanny 
Raymond Raider 
Howard Birchmeier 
Richard A. Reisert, Sr. 
Linda Nedelka 
Anthony Salvaggio 
Peter Venerdi 
Ronald C. Dockter 
Samuel Cohen 
James & Susan Bingler 
Thomas Miller 
Colon Russell Taylor, III 
Gregory W. Stripp 
Bill & Dolores Dabney 
William Grant 
Washington & Dale Robertson  
Eugene Bauer 

Ron Nowalsky 
Philip Petrovsky 
LP Cote 
William Houghton 
Fred Moench 
Joseph Kisty 
Robert Brownstein 
Edward Endresen 
Joseph Yocco 
Scott Newhall 
The Diletto Family  
Michael T. Cmero 
John DeBona 
William Stanley 
Thomas Gill 
Ronnie Atkinson 
Robert Hopkins 
David Glueck 
John Eppehimer 
Roy Crockett III 
William Phillips 
Robert Tortorete 
David Crook 
Anita Castorina 
John Fisher 
Warren & Joan Gerhold 
Ronald Reinknecht 
Richard & Patricia Linn 
Jim Filon 
William Hunt 
Lawrence Gutman 
Robert Kammerer 
Reed Riemer 
David Johnson  
Benjamin O'Neal 
Lee Schwocho 
Ted Gentry 
Perry Rease 
Richard Tron 
Bristol Fish & Game Assoc. 
Lee Schwocho 
Benjamin O'Neal 
Don Parr 
Thomas Miller 
Rosemary & Leland Wimer 
Robert and Jean Diletto 
Gregory Stripp 
Peter Venerdi 
James Bingler 
William W. Stanley 
Warren Gerhold 

Dennis Kanyuk 
Scott Knoff 
Ron Rincones 
Joseph C DiLauri Jr 
John Taylor 
Capt. Adam Nowalksy 
Ronald Nowalsky 
Richard Grant 
Thomas & Roseanne Gaynor 
Allen & Anne Rae Conkling 
Greg and Beverly Chamra 
Robert & Jacqueline Bush 
Anonymous 
James & Susan Kodrowski 
Donald Thiel 
Karen Phillipps 
Lisa Clark 
Thomas Trageser 
Bill Westervelt 
ALB 
Scott Christie 
Refugio Carrasco 
Mike Yablonsky 
Michael Inzetta 
Kurt F RENART 
Dan Burns 
George Baker Jr 
 
 
 
 


